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I teach the course Introduction to Quantitative Modeling for Biology, which is integrated into the biological
sciences curriculum at University of Chicago and serves around two hundred students every year. I will
discuss the adaptation of this course to online learning, and present the results from student surveys as well as
measures of student learning using the independent assessment tool BioSquaRe. Comparing the results with
the previous year, taught under normal conditions, suggest that removing the pressure of timed assessments
and providing greater flexibility helps create a less stressful learning environment without apparent detriment
to student learning. Student also report greater engagement with asynchronous modes of learning, compared
with synchronous zoom classes and discussion sections. I plan to extend this comparison in time to see how
remote learning impacts the students over multiple years of biology courses.
